
TOWN OF ESOPUS 
ENVIRONMENTAL BOARD MEETING – VIA ZOOM 

JULY 15, 2020 MINUTES 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT:  MEMBERS EXCUSED:  ALSO PRESENT: 
 
Mark Ellison                  Council Liaison Kathy Quick 
Christopher DeCicco      Legislator Laura Petit 
Noel Russ       Outreach Coordinator Alex Dean 
Susan Barbarisi       Secretary Lisa Mance 
Cynthia McVay 
Stephen Cerini 
Don Carragher 
 
Regular Business of Environmental Board 
 
Chairman called for a Motion to approve the June 14, 2020 Minutes.  Upon Motion of Don Carragher, 
seconded by Mark Ellison and all in favor, minutes were approved. 
 
Membership Status -There were currently two (2) member vacancies on the Board. 
 
Carex Frankii Survey- On July 6, 2020, Mark Ellison, Cynthia McVay, Steve Cerini and Kathy Quick 
conducted survey at Sleightsburg Spit.  There was a good showing of the plant and showed more than in 
previous years.   
 
Composting 101 - There were 3 composting bins remaining and Chairman Ellison requested Alex Dean 
to distribute information to the public to place the remaining bins.  
 
Continuation of EB Role/Mission – 
 
Design Thinking -  
 Mark Ellison provided overview of what the Town Board was considering.  Changing the Environmental 
Advisory Board to a Conservation Advisory Council and then to a Conservation Board which would allow 
the Board to provide more input to the Planning Board, Zoning Board of Appeals and Waterfront 
Advisory Board.   
 
Chris DeCicco provided information relative to critical thinking and using exercises for all members to 
come together to develop one mission statement.  He was willing to compile the materials to conduct 
an exercise that would take approximately 2 hours.  Susan Barbarisi recounted content of email from 
Planner Matt Rogers relative to Comprehensive Plan recommendations related to environmental issues.   
 
Chairman Ellison turned conversation back to Chris’ program to help design a process for the 
Environmental Board to be able to communicate with the ZBA, Planning Board and Waterfront Advisory 
Board and determine what should be recommended to the Town Board’s Zoning Task Force.  Chris 
DeCicco shared screen with an example of the workshop process.  Chris DeCicco was going to coordinate 
a plan to guide the Environmental Board, prepare an Agenda and coordinate with the Outreach 
Coordinator to schedule a Zoom meeting.  Liaison Quick stated input from Environmental Board and 



evolving the mission statement could be the outcome of recommendations to the Town Board and the 
Zoning Task Force.   
 
Town Trees 
 
Steve Cerini stated that at this point, the Town does have Codes relating to trees.  The Board’s mission 
statement currently provided that it educate the Public.  Cynthia McVay read portion of Comprehensive 
Plan related to environmental issues.   
 
New Business 
 
Riverfront Access Study 
 
The Environmental Board was to provide any comments the following week (Wednesday).  Discussion 
ensued relative to plans of Central Hudson to put in a gas line and its effect on the Carex Frankii.  Mark 
Ellison was going to inquire as to the continuation of the survey when he submitted report to the DEC 
and Scenic Hudson.  Cynthia McVay stated the process previously used for the Board to provide input to 
the Town for the Master Plan could be used and Mark agreed to coordinate if comments previously 
submitted would still apply and asked if those could be provided Friday/Saturday   
 
Zero Waste Implementation Plan 
 
Laura Petit had provided documentation and was asking for a representative from Esopus and input 
from the Environmental Board.  The Legislative committee was meeting on July 28th and Don Carragher 
indicated he may be available.  Cynthia McVay was also interested in attending.   
 
Zoning Task Force Update 
 
Susan Barbarisi noted that the next meeting was going to be held via Zoom on August 3 at 4:30 p.m.  Her 
suggestion was for the Environmental Board to provide feedback to the e-mail sent earlier in the day 
from Matt Rogers with specific proposals.  Don Carragher asked that everyone refer to the proposals in 
the email and provide input via e-mail which he would bring forth at the August 3 ZTF meeting.   
 
Revisiting the request of Supervisor Harris and Liaison Quick, Mark Ellison stated he recommended going 
through the exercise being coordinated by Chris DeCicco prior to responding to the Town with regard to 
the Environmental Board becoming a Conservation Advisory Council or Board.     
 
Climate Smart Task Force 
 
Discussion ensued led by Legislator Petit regarding the Zero Waste Implemental Plan and the possibility 
of earning points for Esopus if it were adopted.  She was willing to draft a Plan for Esopus.   
 
Upon Motion of Steve Cerini, seconded by Noel Russ, the meeting was adjourned at 8:49 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
Lisa Mance, Secretary 
 


