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Town Board Workshop Meeting 
October 1, 2019 

 
A regularly scheduled Town Board Workshop was held on Tuesday, October 1, 2019 in the 
Town Hall, 284 Broadway, Ulster Park, NY with the following persons in attendance: 
 

Supervisor Shannon Harris   
Councilperson Gloria Van Vliet    
Councilperson Jared Geuss 
Councilperson Kathie Quick 
Councilperson Chris Farrell 

 
Administrative Recorder:  Holly A. Netter, Town Clerk, RMC 

 

A MOTION TO OPEN THE REGULARLY SCHEDULED TOWN BOARD MEETING WAS MADE BY 
SUPERVISOR HARRIS AT 7:00 PM.  THE MOTION WAS SECONDED BY COUNCILPERSON JARED 
GEUSS.  ALL MEMBERS PRESENT WERE IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED.  

PLEDGE TO THE FLAG  

PUBLIC COMMENT - NONE 

UPDATES  

Esopus Business Alliance & County Executive Town Hall.  

Supervisor Harris thanked the Esopus Business Alliance for hosting their monthly mixer at Town 
Hall and for providing appetizers for the meeting. Supervisor Harris also thanked County 
Executive Pat Ryan for coming to Esopus for an update and Q & A session. 

 Weed Cutter 2019 Report  

The report for the season is now on esopus.com. The Town recognized Carol Tomassetti for her 
efforts in leading the water chestnut clearing season each year. It is a major undertaking and 
we are grateful for all of the volunteers who help keep the chestnuts under control. 

Referral for Zoning Code Updates & Establishment of Zoning Task Force 

Referrals were sent to the Esopus and Ulster County Planning Boards in regards to six proposed 
amendments to the Town Zoning Code. Also, the first Esopus Zoning Task Force meeting was 
held on Sep 25th. More volunteers are needed to represent hamlets.  

Drainage Study & Water Infrastructure Reports 

Final reports are now posted online at esopus.com. Letters to residents who participated in the 
study will be sent out in October.  
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Dyno Nobel Executives / DEC Update.  
 
Supervisor Harris & Councilman Geuss report on follow up from meeting. Councilperson Jared 
Geuss reported Dyno Nobel and the DEC know where the Town of Esopus stands and are aware 
of our expectations for the clean up.  The DEC has been helping facilitate.  Dyno Nobel is 
cooperating and things seem to be going well.  
 
Opioid Class Action Suit 
 
Recommendation has been made by the Town Attorney to stay in the "National Prescription 
Opiate Litigation" lawsuit affecting all US counties, cities & local governments. See 
www.Opioids Negotiation Class.info  

UPCOMING EVENTS  

Special Town Board Meeting - Special meeting to appointment a new Justice to replace the 
retiring Judge Robert Grieco, Oct. 3rd, 4 PM.  
 
Esopus Seniors "Meet the Candidates” Forum - Esopus Town Hall Community Room. Oct 7th, 
1 PM.  
 
Joint Dutchess-Ulster Amicus Brief – Dutchess and Ulster County will be holding a press event 
with Hudson 7 in response to the EPA’s decision that the GE cleanup is complete. More 
information will follow.   

2020 BUDGET REVIEW & DISCUSSION  

Budget is in balance and under the 2% tax cap. Councilperson Van Vliet said there was an 
outstanding matter from the previous meeting that needs to be addressed prior to the 
discussion of the budget.  

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCILPERSON GLORIA VAN VLIET AT 7:22 PM TO ENTER INTO 
EXECUTIVE SESSION FOR THE PURPOSE OF DISCUSSING A PARTICULAR EMPLOYEES’ WORK 
HISTORY.  THE MOTION WAS SECONDED BY COUNCILPERSON CHRIS FARRELL.  ALL MEMBERS 
PRESENT WERE IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. BOOKKEEPER DEB KAIN WAS INVITED INTO THE 
SESSION.  

A MOTION WAS MADE TO COME OUT OF EXECUTIVE SESSION BY COUNCILPERSON CHRIS 
FARRELL AT 7:52 PM AND WAS SECONDED BY COUNCILPERSON JARED GEUSS.  ALL MEMBERS 
PRESENT WERE IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED.  

NO ACTION TAKEN. 
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BUDGET DISCUSSION CONTINUED 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY SUPERVISOR HARRIS TO ADOPT THE TENTATIVE BUDGET AS THE 
PRELIMINARY BUDGET. A PUBLIC HEARING ON THE 2020 BUDGET WILL BE HELD ON OCTOBER 
22, 2019 AT 7:15 PM. THE MOTION WAS SECONDED BY JARED GEUSS.  MOTION CARRIED 
WITH A VOTE OF 4 AYE – 1 NO 

 
Supervisor Shannon Harris    Aye 
Councilperson Gloria Van Vliet No 
Councilperson Jared Geuss  Aye 
Councilperson Kathie Quick  Aye 
Councilperson Chris Farrell  Aye 

 

 

Port Ewen Water District 
Resolution 

Propane Bids 
 
Whereas, The Port Ewen Water/Sewer District advertised and received bids for Propane to be 
supplied for a period of (1) one year, beginning October 1, 2019 and ending September 30, 
2020. 
 
Whereas, bids were received and opened at the office of the Town of Esopus Town Clerk, on 
September 24, 2019. 
 
Whereas, the lowest bidder for Propane was Britt & Graff Propane and Oil, PO Box 1118, Port 
Ewen, NY 12466, at a price of $ 1.05 per gallon. 
 
Therefore, be it resolved that the Town of Esopus Town Board award the bid to Britt & Graff. 
 
OFFERED BY:   Councilperson  Kathie Quick  

SECONDED BY:  Councilperson  Chris Farrell 

Councilperson Gloria Van Vliet AYE 
   Councilperson Jared Geuss    AYE 
   Councilperson Kathie Quick  AYE 
   Councilperson Chris Farrell  AYE 

Supervisor Shannon Harris  AYE 
 
 
ALL TOWN BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT VOTED IN FAVOR.  MOTION CARRIED. 
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Water Tank Project 

 
RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN BOARD 

Town of Esopus 
Ulster County, New York  

Resolution to Adopt a Determination of Non-significance  
Regarding Environmental Impact 

October 1, 2019 
 
Whereas, the Town of Esopus intends to undertake a capital improvement on behalf of  the Port Ewen 
Water District that involves the replacement of a 2.0 Million Gallon Water Storage Tank immediately 
adjacent to the existing Water Storage Tank; and   
  
Whereas, the project requires that an Environmental Review be conducted pursuant to Article 8 of the 
Environmental Conservation Law, Part 617 of NYCRR (SEQRA); and 
 
Whereas, on August 20, 2019 the Town Board declared its intent to be lead agency and commenced a 
coordinated review with the other involved agencies; and  
 
Whereas, the other involved agencies were sent notification of this intent and a Long Form EAF; and 
 
Whereas, the other involved agencies have either consented to the Town Board being Lead Agency or 
did not respond within the 30 day period. 
 
Therefore, be it  resolved that after careful consideration, analysis and review, the Town Board, as Lead 
Agency, determines that the Action will not have a Significant Impact on the Environment and that a 
Determination of Non-significance (Negative Declaration) shall be adopted and that an Environmental 
Impact Statement will not be required, and;      
 
Be it further resolved that the Town Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to file the Negative 
Declaration and any appropriate notices of this determination in accordance with 6 NYCRR Part 
617.12(b).   
OFFERED BY:   Councilperson Chris Farrell 

SECONDED BY:  Councilperson Gloria Van Vliet 

Councilperson Gloria Van Vliet AYE 
   Councilperson Jared Geuss    AYE 
   Councilperson Kathie Quick  AYE 
   Councilperson Chris Farrell  AYE 

Supervisor Shannon Harris  AYE 
 
 
ALL TOWN BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT VOTED IN FAVOR.  MOTION CARRIED. 
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PLANNING BOARD APPOINTMENT 

A  MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCILPERSON CHRIS FARRELL TO APPOINT BRIAN COURNOYER 
TO THE PLANNING BOARD WITH A TERM SET TO EXPIRE 12/2023. THE MOTION WAS 
SECONDED BY COUNCILPERSON KATHIE QUICK. ALL MEMBERS PRESENT WERE IN FAVOR. 
MOTION CARRIED. 

TRANSFER STATION 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCILPERSON GLORIA VAN VLIET TO APPROVE THE PURCHASE 
OF THE 2 INCH CONDUIT WITH ELBOWS, PULL CORD AND GROUND ROD IN ADDITION TO A 4 
INCH PIPE WITH ELBOWS FOR FUTURE UNKNOWN ELECTRICAL PROBLEMS IN THE AMOUNT 
OF $497.58.  THE MOTION WAS SECONDED BY COUNCILPERSON CHRIS FARRELL. ALL 
MEMBERS PRESENT WERE IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. 

REQUEST FOR ADDITIONAL STREET LIGHT- CHURCH HILL ROAD 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCILPERSON CHRIS FARRELL TO APPROVE THE INSTALLATION 
OF A LIGHT ON POLE #122323 AT CHURCH HILL ROAD AT ROUTE 213 IN RIFTON WITH AN LED 
STREET LIGHT. THE MOTION WAS SECONDED BY COUNCILPERSON KATHIE QUICK.  ALL 
MEMBERS PRESENT WERE IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. 
 
NEW SIGNAGE FISH CONSUMPTION ADVISORY  

For years the DEC has provided Fisherman with Fish Consumption advisory literature. They now 
have signage to post on the waterfront and are asking for cooperation from all towns regarding 
installation of the signs.  

MOTION WAS MADE BY SUPERVISOR HARRIS TO APPROVE POSTING OF FISH CONSUMPTION 
ADVISORY SIGNS AT TOWN PARKS AND PUBLIC FISHING PULL-OFFS. THE MOTION WAS 
SECONDED BY COUNCILPERSON GLORIA VAN VLIET.  ALL MEMBERS PRESENT WERE IN 
FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. 
 

ADJOURNMENT  

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCILPERSON KATHIE QUICK TO ADJOURN THE MEETING AT 
8:14 PM.  THE MOTION WAS SECONDED BY COUNCILPERSON JARED GEUSS. ALL MEMBERS 
PRESENT WERE IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED.  

 
Respectively submitted,  

Holly A. Netter 

Town Clerk, RMC 

 


