Esopus Environmental Board Minutes
July 16, 2025

Present:

Chris DeCicco - Chairman
Noel Russ

Nina Nichols

Jo Mispel

Mark Ellison

Lindsay Baer

Excused:
Jenna lce

Meeting commenced with the Pledge of Allegiance at 7:03 p.m.
Old Business:

Membership Status — Chris DeCicco had contacted The Mount and students may
be available to circulate into open member seats. Need to confirm process for
appointment on an annual basis and what was required through the Town.

Native Bee Jubilee — Email exchange with Town Clerk who would forward
communications from possible vendors. Lindsay had communicated with Tim
relative to Ray’s Chateau for food truck service. Soccer club would be practicing
on that date but wouldn’t be in the same location of the park. Nina Nichols
noted that on September 6 a farmers’ market was taking place and the EB could
advertise the Jubilee at that event. She was also checking into a possible ice
cream vendor. Chairman DeCicco would arrange for additional signage and seals
with LaManna. Lindsey Baer brainstorming activities such as scavenger hunt
incorporating native plants and native bees and symbiotic relationship. Nina
Nichols had made a contact at the Daily Freeman that may contribute to covering
local events. Jo Mispel would provide seed bombs. Chairman DeCicco suggested
circulating an email for suggestions on what materials and ideas could be used for
bee hotels. Nina Nichols suggested creating an infographic to combat invasive
species (tree of heaven) and Spotted Lantern Fly.

Carex Frankii — Several Members visited Sleightsburgh Spit to conduct count zone
by zone. Mark Ellison was in process of creating report to submit with numbers.
There had been an increase in numbers since 2024. The species was more prolific



in sunnier locations. The report would be given to the Town Clerk and Scenic
Hudson when complete.

Grant Update — Jo Mispel — Unfortunately, didn’t get Climate Smart Grant. She
had been reviewing available DEC grants but they were matching grants which
would need to be discussed with the Town Board. Nina Nichols shared link for
tree resiliency grant to consider options within the Town.

New Business:

Website Updates — Secretary would provide contact information for system
administrator to Chairman DeCicco. He would like to create a scrolling approved
Instagram post. He asked for input for additional dialogue that could be included
on the site. Mark Ellison suggested investigated other websites for various
Environmental Boards. Chairman DeCicco would confirm process when he spoke
with administrator.

CLIMATE SMART TASK FORCE —

Appointment of new Chairperson needed for the Task Force.

Jenna Ice was on vacation and would be assisting the Environmental Board with
the prioritization of items to complete for the matrix. The prioritization event

would take place in August.

June minutes approved — Motion by Member Ellison, seconded by Member
Nichols.

May/April notes were approved.
Meeting adjourned at 8:09
Respectfully submitted,

Lisa K. Mance, Secretary

Dated: July 16, 2025
Approved:



