
Esopus Environmental Board Notes 
August 20, 2025 

 
Present:       Also Present:        
Jenna Ice                          Town Board Liaison Evelyn Clarke 7:15 p.m. 
Nina Nichols -Co-Chair        
Mark Ellison  
 
Excused:   
Lindsay Baer 
Chris DeCicco  
Jo Mispel 
Noel Russ 
 
No quorum. 
 
Ron Hicks and his wife Brianna were present in the audience and were interested 
in membership.  Mr. Hicks specialized in renewable energy and worked for 
NYSERDA.  Town Board candidate Stephanie Yeh was also present.  Members 
present introduced themselves to the audience.   
 
Meeting commenced at 7:00 p.m.   
 
Old Business: 
 
Membership Status – Members still needed.  Mark Ellison had been reaching out 
to the Bruderhof for candidates.  The Environthon Team may be attending the 
next meeting.  
 
Forest Grant – Nina Nichols had delivered a packet to Mr. Rieker and had not 
received a response back regarding his property and interest in qualifying for the 
grant.   
 
EV Charging Station Update – No update to provide.  Representatives for the 
installation were not able to attend the town Board meetings.  A grant that had 
been secured was scheduled to expire on September 30, 2025 and the Town 
Supervisor had circulated an e-mail to the Environmental Board inquiring if it 
would like to request an extension.  Jenna Ice would respond to the Town and 
attempt to induce Nick Daragona of DVM to attend the meeting on August 21, 
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2025.  (Supervisor Freer responded to Liaison Clarke that Mr. Daragona was 
welcome to attend the next evening’s Town Board meeting).   
 
Native Bee Jubilee – Jo Mispel had created a list of participants and circulated to 
the Members.  The event was scheduled to be held September 14, 2025 at Ross 
Park from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Jenna Ice would provide a Facebook blast for 
the event.  Jenna Ice agreed to take contact list of vendors and work on it.   Nina 
Nichols would reach out to Chris DeCicco and Lindsay Baer to determine status of 
the signage.  Nina Nichols was investigating getting plants appropriate for Fall 
plantings (bulbs).  Jenna Ice would reach out Mountainview Nursey to invite them 
to participate.  Mark Ellison would reach out to Members of the Bruderhof to 
inquire if they would like to have a participant for facepainting.   
 
Repair Café – Last event was July 26th and had taken place the same date as New 
Paltz’s which resulted in a loss of coaches.  Next event was taking place on 
September 27, 2025 at the Ascension Church in West Park.  Mark Ellison stated 
that it was helpful to advertise the coaches that would be available at the events.    
 
NYS Assn. of Conservation Commission Event – October 24 & 25th and Mark 
Ellison would email information to Members.  The event was being held in 
Kingston, NY at the Best Western.    
 
New Business:   
 
Additional Grants – No new grants to pursue were known.   
 
CLIMATE SMART TASK FORCE –  
 
Appointment of new Chairperson needed for the Task Force.  Tasks to pursue 
were being disbursed throughout the Board for Members to pursue.  Mark Ellison 
noted an issue appeared to be logging the action steps and inputting into the DEC 
website matrix to achieve bronze certification.  Many items had been completed 
and the time and technology required to input the data proved to be challenging.  
Nina Nichols would contact Cal Truman to inquire if he could be of assistance. 
 
Meeting adjourned at  8:23 p.m. 
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Respectfully submitted, 
 
Lisa K. Mance, Secretary 
Dated: August 20, 2025  
Approved:  November 19, 2025 


