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TOWN OF ESOPUS 
TOWN BOARD MEETING 

October 16, 2025, 7:00 PM 
 

A regularly scheduled Town Board Meeting was held in person on October 16, 2025, at  
1 Town Hall Way, Ulster Park. The following persons were in attendance: 
 

Councilman Laura Robinson - Absent 
Councilman Evelyn Clarke  
Councilman Kathie Quick 
Councilman Jared Geuss  
Supervisor Danielle Freer 
 

Administrative Recorder: Holly A. Netter, Town Clerk, RMC 

Debra Kane, Bookkeeper 
 

4 WAYS TO GIVE PUBLIC COMMENT: 
 

1.) In-Person – Attend the Workshop 
2.) Phone in: Leave a voicemail on 845 331 0676 before the meeting 
3.) EMAIL – lreynolds@esopus.com with the subject line “Public Comment” 
4.).   MAIL – mail written comments to: 
        Town of Esopus, P.O. Box 700 
        Port Ewen, NY 12466 
 

Supervisor Danielle Freer called the meeting to order at 7 pm. 
 
PLEDGE TO THE FLAG 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT  
 
STEPHEN CERINI – I moved here 21 years ago and have always thought this was a nice 
town and a decent place to live.  One thing I never did was vocally denigrate this town and 
attempt to change it to become like where I left, a place I did not want to live anymore.   
 
For some time now I have heard many disparaging comments about the town that are not 
only derogatory but what some people may not realize nor consider are the longer lasting 
potential adverse effects to residents by damaging the town's reputation and stigmatizing 
its natural resources.  This may become a deterrent to people and businesses moving here 
and investing in homes, businesses or developing property.  It may also ultimately lead to a 
decline in our property values and inhibit the town and the community's ability to secure 
funding or grants in the future.   It can also potentially hurt our community and result in a 
loss of support, volunteers and donations. 

mailto:lreynolds@esopus.com
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Comments regarding the town having been found guilty of 2 article 78 actions and the 
suggestion that more training may be warranted for all of the town's boards and 
committees might give someone like me the impression that there is malfeasance on the 
part of the town leadership.  In researching those actions on the county's website, I learned 
that they were against 1. the planning board and 2. the zoning board of appeals.  In light of 
those article 78 actions one suggestion that I ask the town to consider would be to limit 
how long any individual can serve as the chair of any of the various boards or committees.   
 
Another suggestion for the Board's consideration, would be to have each board/committee 
come to a town board meeting to give a presentation of that board or committee's function 
to the public and give the residents an opportunity to actually meet and talk with those 
board members that operate on their behalf. 
 
This town is my home, and I don't take kindly to it continuously being put down and 
underappreciated.  There is a lot here that we should be proud of.  My thanks to all the 
town board members for your efforts and to all of the town staff for their hard work and 
dedication.   Thank you. 
 
SUPERVISOR FREER MADE A MOTION TO CLOSE THE PUBLIC COMMENT, SECONDED 
BY COUNCILMAN EVELYN CLARKE. ALL MEMBERS PRESENT WERE IN FAVOR: MOTION 
CARRIED.  
 
2026 BUDGET REVIEW AND DISCUSSION 
 
Supervisor Freer said they are working to keep the budget flat, except for a 3.25% salary 
increase per the union contract and a 3% increase for all other employees. Uncontrollable 
items, such as Health Care, NYS retirement, and utilities, are affecting the budgets of 
many municipalities throughout the county.  Town CPA Brian Pickard and our Town 
Attorney have advised that we propose a Local Law to exceed the tax cap as a 
precautionary measure. Supervisor Freer will continue to work with the bookkeeper and 
CPA to keep it within the 2% tax cap.    
 
RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING A DATE FOR A PUBLIC HEARING ON LOCAL LAW NO. 1 OF 
2025 (PROPOSED), “A LOCAL LAW AUTHORIZING A PROPERTY TAX LEVY IN EXCESS OF 

THE LIMIT ESTABLISHED IN GENERAL MUNICIPAL LAW §3-C” 

    WHEREAS, a proposed form of Local Law No. 1 (proposed) of 2025, entitled, “A 
Local Law authorizing a property tax levy in excess of the limit established in General 
Municipal Law Section 3-c” (the “Proposed Local Law”) was laid on the desks of the 
members of the Town Board of the Town of Esopus; and  

 WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Esopus has determined that the 
Proposed Local Law is best described as a local legislative decision concerning routine 



 TB 101625  

3 
 

administration and management and is a Type II action under the State Environmental 
Quality Review Act (“SEQRA”).  

NOW THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, by the Town Board of the Town of 
Esopus as follows:  

 The Town Board shall hold a public hearing on the Proposed Local Law on November 
6, 2025 at 7 p.m., at the Town Hall, 1 Town Hall Way, Ulster Park, New York, to hear all 
interested persons on said Proposed Local Law.  

1. The Town Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to publish notice of said public 
hearing in the Town’s Official Newspaper on or before November 1, 2025, which 
is five (5) days before such hearing, and that such notice shall be in the following 
form: 

TOWN OF ESOPUS 

Local Law No. 1 of 2025 (Proposed) 

Public Hearing 

TAKE NOTICE that the Town Board of the Town of Esopus will hold a public hearing at the 
Town Hall, 1 Town Hall Way, Ulster Park, New York, 12487, on November 6, 2025, at 7 
p.m., EST on Local Law No. 1 of 2025 (Proposed), entitled “A Local Law authorizing a 
property tax levy in excess of the limit established in General Municipal Law Section 3-c”. 

TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that copies of the aforesaid proposed local law will be available 
for examination at the Town Hall, 1 Town Hall Way, Ulster Park, New York, 12487, during 
normal business hours on all business days between the date of this notice and the date of 
the public hearing. 

TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, all interested persons will be given an opportunity to be heard in 
person or by directing comments in writing to the Town Board at 1 Town Hall Way, Ulster 
Park, New York, 12487. All reasonable accommodations will be made for persons with 
disabilities.  In such a case, please notify the Town Clerk in advance at the above address or 
by phone (845) 331-3709 so that arrangements can be made. 

By order of the  
Town Board 
Holly Netter, Town Clerk, RMC 

________________________________ 
                 Holly Netter, Town Clerk, RMC  
 
Supervisor Freer read the proposed law into the record as follows: 
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TOWN OF ESOPUS 

LOCAL LAW NO. 1  OF THE YEAR 2025 

A LOCAL LAW AUTHORIZING A PROPERTY TAX LEVY IN EXCESS OF THE LIMIT 
ESTABLISHED IN GENERAL MUNICIPAL LAW §3-C 

BE IT ENACTED by the Town Board of the Town of Esopus as follows: 

Section 1. Authority. 

This Local Law is enacted pursuant to subdivision 5 of N.Y. General Municipal Law §3-c 
(the “Property Tax Cap Law”), which expressly authorizes the Town Board to override the 
tax levy limit by the adoption of a local law approved by vote of sixty percent (60%) of the 
Town Board.  

Section 2.  Purpose 

The purpose of this local law is to permit the Town Board to override the tax levy limit on the 
amount of property taxes that may be levied by the Town of Esopus pursuant to the 
Property Tax Cap Law, and to allow the Town to adopt a budget for Fiscal Year 2026 that 
requires a real property tax levy in excess of the “tax levy limit” as defined by the Property 
Tax Cap Law. Such override is necessary and in the best interests of the Town. 

Section 3. Tax Levy Limit Override.  

The Town of Esopus Town Board is hereby authorized to override the Tax Levy Limit 
established pursuant to N.Y. General Municipal Law §3-c, for Fiscal Year 2026, and to 
adopt a budget for Fiscal Year 2026 that requires a real property tax levy in excess of the 
amount otherwise prescribed in N.Y. General Municipal Law §3-c. 

Section 4.  Severability:   

If a court determines that any clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, or part of this local 
law or the application thereof to any person, firm or corporation, or circumstance is invalid 
or unconstitutional, the court’s order or judgment shall not affect, impair, or invalidate the 
remainder of this local law, but shall be confined in its operation to the clause, sentence, 
paragraph, subdivision, or part of this local law or in its application to the person, 
individual, firm or corporation or circumstance, directly involved in the controversy in 
which such judgment or order shall be rendered.  

Section 5.  Effective date:   
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This local law shall take effect immediately upon filing with the Secretary of State.  

Resolution offered by:  Supervisor Danielle Freer 
Seconded by:  Councilman Jared Geuss 
 

Supervisor Danielle Freer  AYE 
Councilman Evelyn Clarke   AYE 
Councilman Jared Guess                AYE 
Councilman Kathie Quick   AYE 
Councilman Laura Robinson ABSENT 

 
The foregoing resolution was thereupon declared duly adopted. 
 
Dated: October16, 2025 

               Ulster Park, New York          _______________________________________ 

     Holly Netter, Town Clerk, RMC 

ADDITIONAL MEETINGS 
 
SUPERVISOR FREER MADE A MOTION TO SET A BUDGET WORKSHOP MEETING FOR 
OCTOBER 30, 2025, AT 1 TOWN HALL WAY, ULSTER PARK, AT 7:00 PM. COUNCILMAN 
JARED GUESS SECONDED THE MOTION; ALL MEMBERS PRESENT WERE IN FAVOR. 
THE MOTION CARRIED.  
 
SUPERVISOR FREER MADE A MOTION TO SET AN ADDITIONAL TOWN BOARD 
WORKSHOP FOR NOVEMBER 6, 2025, AT 7 PM, IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE PUBLIC 
HEARING ON PROPOSED LOCAL LAW #1 “A LOCAL LAW AUTHORIZING A PROPERTY 
TAX LEVY IN EXCESS OF THE LIMIT ESTABLISHED IN GENERAL MUNICIPAL LAW §3-C”. 
COUNCILMAN EVELYN CLARKE SECONDED THE MOTION; ALL MEMBERS PRESENT 
WERE IN FAVOR. THE MOTION CARRIED.  
 
 
Discussion: DVM proposal 
 
At a previous meeting, representatives from DVM Industries and Chris DeCicco, Chairman 
of the Environmental Board, presented to the Town Board regarding the installation of 
charging stations for the Ross Park parking lot and expressed interest in exploring options 
for the Town property. There was a discussion of the different types of chargers, and which 
would work better at specific locations.  
 
Councilman Quick said she would like to see the initial installation at the town hall first.  It 
would be good to have access if we have electric vehicles in the future. Supervisor Freer 
will reach out to DVM for quotes on installing at the town hall property.  
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The intent is to have copies in advance so the Board can review and obtain authorization to 
sign on November 6th.   
 
This company mentioned at their previous meeting that they also install battery storage 
facilities. Councilman Geuss shared his concerns about the battery storage container 
portion of their presentation and feels the two subjects should be addressed separately.  
He said the battery storage subject is a “hot potato” in the County and gets passed off to 
the next municipality. With that concern in mind, he made the following motion.    
 
COUNCILMAN JARED GEUSS MADE A MOTION TO PUT ON HOLD USING/ENGAGING IN 
BATTERY STORAGE FACILITIES ON TOWN-OWNED OR OPERATED PROPERTY UNTIL 
THE ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH AND SAFETY CONCERNS ARE PROPERLY ADDRESSED 
AND ALL PARTIES INVOLVED ARE SATISFACTORILY INFORMED. SUPERVISOR 
DANIELLE FREER SECONDED THE MOTION. ALL MEMBERS PRESENT WERE IN FAVOR. 
THE MOTION CARRIED.  
  
 
TOWNWIDE HALLOWEEN CURFEW 
 
Halloween falls on a weekend this year, and requests have been made to extend the 
curfew.  The Board discussed and shared their concerns about expanding the curfew, with 
a focus on children's safety.    
 
SUPERVISOR FREER MADE A MOTION TO SET THE HALLOWEEN CURFEW FOR 
OCTOBER 31, 2025, AT 7:30 PM. COUNCILMAN EVELYN CLARKE SECONDED THE 
MOTION; ALL MEMBERS PRESENT WERE IN FAVOR. THE MOTION CARRIED.  
 
 
CERTIORARI LETTER OF AGREEMENT WITH VAN DEWATER & 
 VAN DEWATER, LLP.  
 
COUNCILMAN KATHIE QUICK MADE A MOTION TO AUTHORIZE SUPERVISOR FREER TO 
SIGN THE TAX CERTIORARI LETTER OF AGREEMENT WITH VAN DEWATER & VAN 
DEWATER, LLP. COUNCILMAN JARED GEUSS SECONDED THE MOTION; ALL MEMBERS 
PRESENT WERE IN FAVOR. THE MOTION CARRIED.  
 
LIGHTNING ROUND  
  
Supervisor Freer:  
The Highway report was provided to the Board.  
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The Water Sewer pipeline project on 9W is moving along, but the one lane closure has been 
extended to November 22 due to the contractor needing additional time.  
 
DOT 9W paving project on the north end of 9W: information will be updated on the website 
and social media as it becomes available.   
 
Tree work to clear lines is being done on some County Roads in town. Supervisor Freer is 
consistently seeking to improve communication with Central Hudson and other 
companies operating in town, so that social media updates can inform the public.     
 
Councilman Quick:  
Zoning Board working on reviewing plans. 
 
Waterfront Advisory Board — Margaret Phalen is working with LaBerge Group and DEC to 
assemble the LWRP for the Board's review so it can be approved.    
 
Carol Tomessetti hosted the annual “weed-cutting party” at her house. Carol and the 
volunteers were recognized for their time and effort in taking on this task year after year. 
The Town Board is very appreciative of their efforts.   
 
The Esopus Seniors attended an Oktoberfest this month.  On Monday, October 20th, at 1 
pm, they will host a “meet the candidates” meeting.   
 
UCAT update- Amanda LaValle, Deputy County Executive, eased the concerns of several 
seniors who had been upset about the change to UCAT's new pickup locations, as some 
residents were unable to walk to BOCES for pickup. Amanda assured the Birches residents 
that they can call ahead if they need to be picked up, and UCAT will drive to Birches to pick 
them up rather than walk to BOCES.     
 
 
Councilman Robinson: 
 
 Parks & Rec – October 25th, beginning at 2:30, there will be a Kids Sip and Paint. Juice, 
water, and snacks will be provided. Local EMS and Fire Departments will hand out candy, 
and the movie Halloweentown will be shown after the event, with popcorn being served.   
 
 

**No Budget Adjustments for October 2025 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS OCTOBER 2025  

BE IT RESOLVED by the Town Board of the Town of Esopus, County of Ulster, as follows:   
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WHEREAS the Town of Esopus has been presented with vouchers for payment, and these 
vouchers have been examined and approved by the Town Board,  

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the following vouchers be approved for payment:   
 

GENERAL FUND  251368-251408  
   

$61,934.79  

HIGHWAY FUND  252199-252218 $150,513.00  

STREETLIGHTS  256008  $3,134.80 
PORT EWEN SEWER FUND  253141-253160          $15,506.96  

PORT EWEN WATER  254199 -254224  $27,408.88  

Capital Water    
ARPA      

ESCROW  258018-258021  $5,464.24 

Total                   $263,962.67  
 
Offered by:    Supervisor Danielle Freer  
Seconded by: Councilman  Kathie Quick 
 

Supervisor Danielle Freer   AYE 
Councilman Evelyn Clarke    AYE 
Councilman Jared Guess               AYE 
Councilman Kathie Quick    AYE 
Councilman Laura Robinson  ABSENT 
 

The foregoing resolution was thereupon declared duly adopted. 
 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
SUPERVISOR FREER MADE A MOTION AT 7:45 PM TO ENTER INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION 
TO DISCUSS ONGOING LITIGATION REGARDING DEREK AND LORINE KARABEC V. 
TOWN OF ESOPUS ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS. ATTORNEY DYLAN HARRIS WILL JOIN 
VIA PHONE. COUNCILMAN JARED GEUSS SECONDED THE MOTION. ALL MEMBERS 
PRESENT WERE IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. 
 
SUPERVISOR DANIELLE FREER MADE A MOTION TO EXIT THE EXECUTIVE SESSION AT 
8:30 PM. COUNCILMAN KATHIE QUICK SECONDED THE MOTION. ALL MEMBERS 
PRESENT WERE IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. 
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ACTION: NONE 
 
 
KEY UPCOMING DATES 
 
10.25 Halloween Event hosted by Parks & Recreation at Town Hall at 2:30 PM 
10.30 Town Board Budget Workshop 7 pm Town Hall  
11.4 Town Hall Closed: Election Day 
11.6  Public Hearing on Local Law Town Board Workshop 7 pm Town Hall  
11.11 Town Hall Closed: Veterans Day 
11.20 Next Town Board Meeting 
 
 
VISIT OUR WEBSITE AND SOCIAL MEDIA PAGES (FACEBOOK & INSTAGRAM) FOR MORE 
INFORMATION. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
SUPERVISOR FREER MOVED TO ADJOURN THE MEETING AT 8:31 P.M. SECONDED BY 
COUNCILMAN GEUSS. ALL MEMBERS PRESENT WERE IN FAVOR, AND THE MOTION 
CARRIED.  
  

Respectfully Submitted, 

Holly A. Netter 

Town Clerk, RMC  


