TBWS 6-30-22
Town Board Workshop Meeting
June 30, 2022
A regularly scheduled Town Board Workshop meeting was held in person at the Esopus Town
Hall, 1 Town Hall Way, Ulster Park, NY on Thursday June 30, 2022, at 7:00 PM with the following
persons in attendance:
Supervisor Danielle Freer
Councilman Kathie Quick
Councilman Jared Geuss
Councilman Evelyn Clarke
Councilman Laura Robinson
Recording Administrator Holly A. Netter, Town Clerk, RMC
4 ways to give public comment:
In person at meeting
Phone – 845 331 0676
Email – lreynolds@esopus.com with subject line “Public Comment” and meeting date
Mail – Town of Esopus PO BOX 700 Port Ewen, NY 12466
SUPERVISOR FREER CALLED THE MEETING TO ORDER
PLEDGE
PUBLIC COMMENT –

Mike Mulligan-Port Ewen resident said he attended the Planning Board meeting last night and
was dismayed at a comment made in relation to the new Port Ewen Fire Department by the
Planning Board Chair Roxanne Pecora. She said she would not approve the project and would
insist access to Bowne Street was part of the plan. She stated it was something that should
have been done when the Town Hall was built. Mr. Mulligan felt it was ridiculous that after
spending all the money to improve Ross Park and bring more tourism to the area that they
would want to have the Sheriff and Fire Department racing down through a residential area
past the park to get to Salem Street. He said the decision to route the traffic down the
secondary streets is stupid. Why would you want traffic funneling down narrow secondary
streets? If there was a waiver the first time, why shouldn’t it continue.
Steven Cerini, Mountainview Ave – Steven gave kudos to the Port Ewen Water Department for
constantly fixing the water breaks. He also acknowledged the Town Board and expressed his
appreciation for everything they do. Often people voice their complaints and do not take the
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time to compliment all the positive things that are done. He told them all not to lose the faith –
they are appreciated.
SUPERVISOR FREER MADE A MOTION TO CLOSE THE PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD. MOTION
WAS SECONDED BY COUNCILMAN JARED GEUSS. ALL MEMBERS PRESENT WERE IN FAVOR.
MOTION CARRIED.
INTRODUCTION LOCAL LAW 2 OF 2022: AMEND CHAPTER 123 OF THE ESOPUS TOWN CODE
Supervisor Freer mentioned at our last meeting that we have been working very closely with
our Planning Board to simplify our camping at marinas law. We have decided to take the local
law as it was written and rewrite the law to now live under our existing camping section in our
zoning code.
No significant changes were made to the actual content of the law that we have been
discussing. This is just a simpler way for it to read and for it to be enforced.

RESOLUTION OF INTRODUCTION
Supervisor Danielle Freer, seconded by Councilman Kathie Quick, introduced the
following proposed local law, to be known as Local Law No. 2 of 2022, entitled A LOCAL LAW OF
THE TOWN OF ESOPUS, ULSTER COUNTY, NEW YORK AMENDING CHAPTER 123 OF THE ESOPUS
TOWN CODE (ZONING) AS FOLLOWS TO PERMIT CAMPING AT MARINAS AND BOATYARDS AND
CAMPGROUNDS AS A SPECIAL USE IN THE WATERFRONT DISTRICT
BE IT ENACTED by the Town Board of the Town of Esopus as follows:
Section 1.
Revise §123-10 to make “Campgrounds” a permitted Special Use (SUP) in the W
Waterfront District on the Schedule of Permitted Uses.
Section 2.

Delete §123-13.A(4)(h) of the Town of Esopus Code (Zoning).

Section 3.

Add §123-13.A(11) to the Town of Esopus Code (Zoning), reading as follows:
(11)

Marina camping. Subject to Special Use Permit, camping may also be
permitted in conjunction with Marinas and Boatyards in the W Waterfront
District.
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(a)

A maximum of 12 campsites altogether shall be permitted at any
Marina and Boatyard, subject to the standards of §123-13.A(10)(d)
hereof.

(b)

The camping activity shall not occupy more than one-third of the
property and remain incidental and subordinate to of the Marina and
Boatyard.

(c)

Marina campgrounds shall only operate between April 1 and October
31 of each year. No campsite shall be occupied between November 1
and March 31 or be the residence of the owner or any other occupant.

(d)

All campsites shall be physically defined, numbered and designated by
signs for purposes of emergency services.

(e)

Campsites shall be separated by 10 feet from any specific marina
operations, and from associated internal vehicle traffic.

(f)

Camping permitted at Marinas and Boatyards shall otherwise comply
with §123-13.A(10)(e) through (i) hereof, provided the Planning Board
may modify such standards during Special Use application where
appropriate to reflect the amount of camping proposed, the availability
of services from the Marina and Boatyard operation and similar factors.

(g)

A detailed emergency preparedness plan for evacuation in the event of
a fire, imminent flooding or other disaster situation shall be provided.

(h)

Marina camping campsites shall be used only for camping purposes and
maintained in a transportable condition at all times. No improvement
or living unit designed for permanent occupancy shall be erected or
placed on any campsite. No permanent external appurtenances,
including, but not limited to carports, cabanas, or patios, may be
attached to any recreational vehicle, and the removal of wheels or
placement of the unit on a foundation shall be prohibited.

(i)

If recreational vehicles are proposed to be on the property between
November 1 and March 31, they shall be stored in a single designated
storage area apart from the camping area located a minimum of 50 feet
from the mean high-water mark of the Rondout Creek and a minimum
of 20 feet from adjoining property boundaries, from which all
recreational vehicles shall be fully screened. The number of recreational
vehicles stored on the property shall not exceed the total number of
approved campsites.
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(j)

Other than incidental and emergency repairs needed to maintain
drivability and/or to protect the health and safety of guests and staff,
no on-site vehicle repairs shall be permitted.

(k)

All outdoor music and camping associated outdoor activities shall cease
by 9:00 PM eastern standard time except for Friday and Saturday when
the time shall be extended to 10 PM. No noxious or offensive activities
or nuisances shall be permitted and fires shall be confined to designated
fire pits that shall be provided by the operator, Fireworks shall be
prohibited.

(l)

Pets shall be licensed, leashed and kept under control at all times.

(m)

All camping activities and improvements shall comply with Esopus Town
Code Chapter 80, “Flood Damage Prevention.”
The fire department shall have unimpeded access to the Rondout Creek
to withdraw water as needed in case of a fire on or near the subject
property.

(n)

Section 4.

Add §123-14.G(5) to the Town of Esopus Code (Zoning), reading as follows:
(5)

Section 5.

Marina camping. Subject to Special Use Permit and §123-13.A(11) hereof,
camping may be permitted in conjunction with Marinas and Boatyards in the
W Waterfront District.
Severability.

If any clause, sentence, paragraph, section, article or part of this Local Law shall be adjudicated
in any court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid, such judgment shall not affect, impair, or
invalidate the remainder thereof, but shall be confined in its operation to the clause, sentence,
paragraph, section, article or part thereof directly involved in the controversy in which such and
such invalidity shall not be deemed to affect the remaining portions thereof.
Section 6.

Effective Date.

This local law shall take effect ten (10) days following publication and posting in accordance
with Town Code Section 123-50(D) and filing of the local law with the Secretary of State in
accord with Article 3 of the Municipal Home Rule Law.
Supervisor Freer advised the Town Board that, pursuant to the Municipal Home Rule
Law of the State of New York, it will be necessary to hold a public hearing upon this law. She
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offered the following resolution, which was seconded by Councilman Kathie Quick, who moved
its adoption:
WHEREAS, on June 30, 2022, Supervisor Danielle Freer has introduced this local law for
the Town of Esopus, to be known as “Town of Esopus Local Law No. 2 of the Year 2022, A
LOCAL LAW OF THE TOWN OF ESOPUS, ULSTER COUNTY, NEW YORK AMENDING CHAPTER 123
OF THE ESOPUS TOWN CODE (ZONING) AS FOLLOWS TO PERMIT CAMPING AT MARINAS AND
BOATYARDS AND CAMPGROUNDS AS A SPECIAL USE IN THE WATERFRONT DISTRICT.
WHEREAS, the Town Board has determined that the action to amend the Town of Esopus
Zoning Law is a Type I Action under the New York State Environmental Quality Review Act
(SEQRA).
WHEREAS, that because only the Town Board can consider and adopt changes to the
Town Code, that it is the only involved agency, and the Board hereby declares that it is the Lead
Agency for purposes of coordinating the environmental review of this matter pursuant to Article
8 of the Environmental Conservation Law.
WHEREAS, the Town Board has determined that the amendments must be referred to the
Ulster County Planning Board for review and recommendation pursuant to General Municipal
Law §239-m and Town Code §123-51.
WHEREAS, the Town Board refers this matter to the Town of Esopus Planning Board
pursuant to Town Code §123-51.
RESOLVED, that a public hearing be held in relation to the proposed changes as set forth
in the form of notice, hereinafter provided, at which hearing parties of interest and citizens shall
have an opportunity to be heard, to be held at the Town Hall, 1 Town Hall Way, Ulster Park, New
York, on July 21, 2022, at 6:50 p.m., Prevailing Time, and that notice of said meeting shall be
published in the official newspaper of general circulation in the Town of Esopus, by the Town
Clerk, at least ten (10) days before such hearing and that notice shall be in the following form:
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

TAKE NOTICE, that the Town Board of the Town of Esopus will hold a public hearing at the
Town Hall, 1 Town Hall Way, Ulster Park, New York on July 21, 2022, at 6:50 p.m., on Local Law
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No. 2 of the Year 2022, AMENDING CHAPTER 123 OF THE ESOPUS TOWN CODE (ZONING) AS
FOLLOWS TO PERMIT CAMPING AT MARINAS AND BOATYARDS AND CAMPGROUNDS AS A
SPECIAL USE IN THE WATERFRONT DISTRICT.
TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that copies of the aforesaid proposed local law will be available
for examination on the town website www.esopus.com and at the office of the Clerk of the Town
of Esopus, at the Town Hall, 1 Town Hall Way, Ulster Park, New York between the hours of 9:00
a.m. and 4:00 p.m. on all business days between the date of this notice and the date of the public
hearing.
TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that all persons interested and citizens shall have an opportunity
to be heard on said proposal at the time and place aforesaid.

DATED:

Ulster Park, New York
June 30, 2022
_________________________________
HOLLY A. NETTER, TOWN CLERK, RMC

The foregoing resolution was voted upon with all councilmen voting as follows:
COUNCILMAN LAURA ROBINSON
COUNCILMAN EVELYN CLARKE
COUNCILMAN KATHIE QUICK
COUNCILMAN JARED GEUSS
SUPERVISOR DANIELLE FREER

Resolution duly adopted.
DATED:

Ulster Park, New York
June 30, 2022

_________________________________
HOLLY A. NETTER, TOWN CLERK
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Engineering Planning Grant Application
Supervisor Freer said this is a proposal that we heard Dan Valentine talk about at our last
meeting regarding our wastewater system that runs from DYNO to the North Broadway
pumpstation. Along our sewer interceptor line, we have identified several significant offenders
of infiltration in the manholes which causes Esopus to pay Kingston to treat groundwater.
This study is especially important given projects that are currently on the table with the
Planning Board – Streamside Farms and Lighthouse Village.

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING APPLICATION FOR THE NEW YORK STATE DEC/EFC
WASTEWATER INFRASTRUCTURE ENGINEERING PLANNING GRANT PROGRAM

WHEREAS, the Town of Esopus owns and maintains a wastewater collection system
providing wastewater service to businesses and residents; and
WHEREAS, the Town of Esopus requires an assessment of the existing wastewater
collection system infrastructure in order to prioritize and plan for needed improvements and
repairs; and
WHEREAS, the New York State Environmental Facilities Corporation (“NYSEFC”) provides
an engineering planning grant for funding for this type of engineering study; and
WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Esopus would like to retain the services of
Tighe & Bond Engineering and Landscape Architecture, P.C. (“Tighe & Bond”) to assist the Town
with an application to the NYSEFC engineering planning grant at a cost not to exceed $1,500.00;
and
WHEREAS, the NYSEFC engineering planning grant requires the applicant to certify and
agree that Tighe & Bond are authorized on behalf of the Town to do the following:
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1.

To commit the applicant (Town) to comply with the requirements of Article 15-A

of the New York State Executive Law: Participation By Minority Group Members and Women
With Respect to State Contracts by providing opportunities for Minority-Owned Business
Enterprises (MBE)/Woman-owned Business Enterprise (WBE) participation and will maintain
such records and take such actions necessary to demonstrate such compliance throughout the
completion of the project;
2.

Certify that all the information contained in this application and in all

statements, data and supporting documents which have been made or furnished for the
purpose of receiving assistance for the project described in this application, are true, correct
and complete to the best of their knowledge and belief; and
3.

If the New York State DEC/EFC Wastewater Infrastructure Engineering Planning

Grant Program funding is provided for the project described in this application, the applicant
shall comply with all rules, regulations, provisions and guidance with respect thereto, as each
may be amended from time to time, including, but not limited to, the Clean Water Act, 33
U.S.C. 1251 et seq., Chapter 565 of the Laws of 1989, 6 NYCRR Part 649, and 21 NYCRR Part
2602.
WHEREAS, pursuant to 6 NYCRR Part 617.5(c)(24) “information collection, including
basic data collection and research; border quality and pollution studies, traffic counts,
engineering studies; surveys, subsurface investigation; and soil studies that do not commit the
agency to undertake, fund or prove any Type I or Unlisted action is not subject to review under
SEQRA”; and

8

TBWS 6-30-22
WHEREAS, the preparation of the updated wastewater feasibility study does not
commit the Town to undertake, fund or approve any action listed in 6 NYCRR Part 617 as a Type
I or Unlisted action; and
WHEREAS, the anticipated budget for the study is $62,300 of which $49,840 would be
provided by the NYSEFC Engineering Planning Grant with a 20% match in the amount of
$12,460 to be provided by the Town.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, as follows:
1. The recitations set forth above are incorporated in this Resolution as if fully set forth
and adopted herein.
2. The Town of Esopus Town Board hereby finds that the preparation of and
application for the NYSEFC Engineering Planning Grant to conduct a Wastewater
Preliminary Engineer Report Evaluation is a Type II action and not subject to review
under SEQR (6 NYCRR Part 617).
3. The Town Board of the Town of Esopus hereby authorizes the Town Supervisor to
make all necessary certifications as set forth above and to execute the grant
application as well as any other contracts, documents and instruments necessary to
bring about the grant to fulfill the Town’s obligations under the NYSEFC Engineering
Planning Grant.

9

TBWS 6-30-22
4. The Town Board of the Town of Esopus hereby authorizes Tighe & Bond to assist the
Town with its application for the NYSEFC Engineering Planning Grant for a cost not
to exceed $1,500 and pursuant to the proposal annexed hereto.(Addendum A)
Motioned By: Supervisor Danielle Freer
Seconded By: Councilman Jared Geuss
The foregoing resolution was voted upon with all councilwomen/councilmen voting as
follows:
COUNCILMAN LAURA ROBINSON
COUNCILMAN EVELYN CLARKE
COUNCILMAN KATHIE QUICK
COUNCILMAN JARED GEUSS
SUPERVISOR DANIELLE FREER

AYE
AYE
AYE

AYE
AYE

Resolution duly adopted.
** Dan Valentine was here last meeting to discuss topics relative to this resolution. These
studies are important as we get larger projects coming into the town, such as Berg Field and
Clay Rd. developments to be able to see if the water and sewer capacity can handle it.
MISCELLANEOUS
COUNCILMAN JARED GEUSS MADE A MOTION TO AUTHORIZE SUPERVISOR FREER TO SEND A
LETTER OF SUPPORT FOR THE CITY OF KINGSTON WASTEWATER INFRASTRUCTURE
ENGINEERING PLANNING GRANT PROGRAM. THE MOTION WAS SECONDED BY COUNCILMAN
EVELYN CLARKE. ALL MEMBERS WERE IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED.

SUPERVISOR DANIELLE FREER MOTIONED TO AUTHORIZE SUPERVISOR FREER TO SIGN THE
SERVICE AGREEMENT WITH LABELLA ASSOCIATES DPC IN THE AMOUNT OF $5,000 TO ASSIST
WITH THE BUILDING DEPARTMENT CODE UPDATES. THE MOTION WAS SECONDED BY
COUNCILMAN EVELYN CLARKE. ALL MEMBERS WERE IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED.
** will bring the Town into compliance with all of the new state laws
Code revision outline
Draft revised Town code chapter 56
Local law introduction and adoption process
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Draft/ Revised Draft Local Law Introductory Resolution
Draft/ Revised Draft EAF Parts 1-3 and Negative Declaration
Attend Public Hearing (in person)
Review public and agency comments
Meeting #4 as necessary
Draft/ Revised Draft Adoption and Negative Declaration Resolutions
ENB Filing of Negative Declaration
LIAISON LIGHTNING ROUND
Supervisor Freer:
Overall:
• Our Town website now has a new events calendar and we’ve reinstated the Facebook
Esopus Events page to help keep people up to date on town happenings.
Highway Department:
• Hudson Lane repair is complete and now needs to be paved. Funding should be
discussed. The department is tackling an off-road drainage issue in Sleightsburgh and
will then move on to Horton Lane.
• Paving season: Burrough Drive is finishing up today, tomorrow Palaphene Road.
• Had a good meeting with Tighe & Bond regarding Stormwater Infrastructure Assessment
and Capital Improvement Plan draining system and off-road drainage report.
• Superintendent Cafaldo would like to host a Touch-a-Truck event
Town Clerk Update:
• Sojourner truth sign near Sturgeon Pond will be rehabbed around the second week of
August at no cost to the town.
• Town Clerk Netter contacted Attorney Paul Keller for guidance on selling the former
building/grounds/rec garage by the railroad track (" The Hutt"}. There is no longer a
need for the property nor any future need since the new garage has been completed on
the Town Hall property. It will be up to the Board to determine how they want to sell it;
auction, bid, broker etc. The Board has the fiduciary duty to secure the best price
obtainable or most beneficial in the public interest. Councilman Geuss suggested the
possibility of going out to bid for the lowest commission percentage from a broker,
while obtaining market exposure. The Board will revisit this topic in August. The process
requires a public hearing, and the contract of sale is subject to permissive referendum.
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Councilman Geuss:
Water Board meeting was moved to July 7, 2022 due to the vacations. With regard to the
earlier comment regarding egress on Bowne Street, the Town accepted Town Hall Way so the
fire department would have access to 9W. There would be a turn lane with possible light to get
out on to 9W. There needs to be clarification because the initial drawing granted a second
egress through Heavenly Valley for an emergency egress. Since that drawing meets the egress
criteria, he does not see why the town should have to pay for the road to Bowen.
Transfer Station – Composting needs to talk to the RRA.
Councilman Quick:
The ZBA met on June 21, 2022. A public hearing was held for the Lighthouse Village Area
Variance, 154 Clay Road in Ulster Park. Many residents expressed concerns regarding increased
traffic, drainage issues and stress on the local schools. A variance for a higher fence was
granted on Old Mill Road in the Rifton area.
Waterfront Advisory Board.
Some of the possible improvement design guidelines such as adding rain gardens to prevent
erosion from storm water runoff at the Freer Beach Park were discussed. Some of these ideas
will be presented to the NYSDOS Division of Coastal Management. Carol Tomasetti reported
that Chester is moored by Lighthouse Park and Esopus Meadows Park. Chestnut cutting has
already begun, thanks to our dedicated volunteers. We are waiting for a permit from DEC to
begin cutting in the cove by Freer Park Beach. The requirement for a permit to cut in that area
is new this year, cut since 2010 without needing it.
Office of the Assessor
Our Assessor completed the 2022 Tax Roll and submitted it to the County. The County is
finished with the Tax Roll and she picked it up and delivered it to Town Hall today. Shannon is
ahead of her schedule of qualifying courses. She only has three more classes to complete.
Esopus Seniors
We had a trip to a Strawberry Festival in Massachusetts on June 14th; 52 people attended. We
had a BBQ with all the trimmings and Strawberry Shortcake for dessert. We were entertained
by a Patsy Cline/Loretta Lynn impersonator singing many country songs. We're planning
another BBQ picnic trip on August 9th for a musical tribute to Kenny Rogers. We are working
on scheduling a ten-week program called Bingo-Cize to combine some exercise with Bingo for
our seniors. We also scheduled another class for Defensive Driving to be held on October 24.
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Councilman Clarke:
EB / Environmental Board
-

-

Climate Smart Communities
o EV Charging station Central Hudson grant application is being worked on by Nina
Nichols with the Town – Hold for more research into the actual cost
o Lee Gough is working with the County’s Solar Mapping Committee
o Green Fleet Inventory
o Laura Petit, Mark Ellison developing action steps
o Repair Café – Held June 25 at Ascension Church Rt 9W
▪ Qualifies for points for Climate Smart Communities
▪ Next session August 27
MS4 education – Will provide Stormwater Management Education to the public
Request to sign Resolution Declaring Support for NYS Climate Action Council Scoping
Plan

EDC / Esopus Development Committee
-

Planters placed May 9th. American Legion provided flags
Event Calendar on the Town’s website. Provide communication and coordination with
Town agencies, businesses to provide information regarding upcoming events
Esopus Community Foundation
o Cans placed to provide additional names for camp
o Book bag giveaway planned Aug. 6 10-1pm at Mario’s. Drop off school supplies
at Mario’s
o Local Barber, George Davis, to offer free haircuts

EBA MIXER Waiver
COUNCILMAN JARED GEUSS MOTIONED TO WAIVE THE PARK RENTAL AND ALCOHOL FEE FOR
THE ESOPUS BUSINESS ALLIANCE FOR THEIR ANNUAL FREER PARK MIXER 7/25. INSURANCE
HAS BEEN PROVIDED. THE MOTION WAS SECONDED BY COUNCILMAN LAURA ROBINSON.
ALL MEMBERS WERE IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED.

Building Dept
-

-

Request for P/T staff
o Staff needed for 2023 FY to provide the added code enforcement which will be
needed due to new/updated codes (B&B, short term rentals, etc)
Code Violations
o properties being cleaned up
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Camp Esopus
-

-

Registrations
o Session 1 – 35 youth
o Session 2 – 18 youth
o Session 3 – 9 youth
Esopus Community Foundation placing cans at local businesses for scholarships and
donations for youth in need of funding

Councilman Robinson:
Recreation committee updates: New members are great and are working out well. Kevin Boller
resigned.
Jessica & Kathy will do a tech check for movie night which will be 7/23 at Ross Park. Goonies
will be the movie. A scavenger hunt will precede the movie. August 27 Karate Kid with a
Martial Arts demonstration prior to the movie. September 24 Never Ending Story and a story
will be shared before the movie.
Food Truck Friday 6/17 was successful they had 9 vendors.
Fill the backpack promotion, donations being accepted to fill backpacks for children in need.
Donations were given by RCAL and American Legion.

COUNCILMAN LAURA ROBINSON MOTIONED TO APPROVE ADAMS FENCE PROPOSAL FOR
THE INSTALLATION OF A NEW FENCE AT CAS LANDI PARK IN THE AMOUNT OF $13,895.00 TO
BE PAID FROM ARPA FUNDS. THE MOTION WAS SECONDED BY COUNCILMAN KATHIE QUICK.
ALL MEMBERS WERE IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED.

ADJOURNMENT
A MOTION TO ADJOURN THE MEETING WAS MADE BY SUPERVISOR FREER AT 8:53 PM. THE
MOTION WAS SECONDED BY COUNCILMAN JARED GEUSS. ALL MEMBERS PRESENT WERE IN
FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED.
Respectively Submitted,
Holly A. Netter
Town Clerk, RMC
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