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TOWN OF ESOPUS 
TOWN BOARD BUDGET WORKSHOP MEETING 

October 30, 2025, 7:00 PM 
 

A Town Board Budget Workshop Meeting was held in person on October 30, 2025, at  
1 Town Hall Way, Ulster Park. The following persons were in attendance: 
 

Councilman Laura Robinson  
Councilman Evelyn Clarke  
Councilman Kathie Quick 
Councilman Jared Geuss  
Supervisor Danielle Freer 
 

Administrative Recorder: Holly A. Netter, Town Clerk, RMC 

Debra Kane, Bookkeeper 
Brian Pickard, CPA 

 
 

Supervisor Danielle Freer called the meeting to order at 7 pm. 
 
PLEDGE TO THE FLAG 
 
2026 BUDGET REVIEW AND DISCUSSION 
 
Supervisor Freer worked with the Bookkeeper and CPA to make adjustments that would 
keep the Town under the 2% tax cap. Bookkeeper Debra Kain reviewed all changes that 
were made to the prior tentative budget with the Board members and explained to 
everyone where adjustments were made to keep Esopus within the cap.   Copies of the 
budgets were available to the public so they could follow along.  
 
Brian Pickard, CPA, stated that we are at the 2% cap.  He gave a sample to show what the 
2% would mean for an average home valued at $220,500.  That home would see an 
increase of just under $15 for the year.  However, he also reminded everyone that 
increases to the County, Fire Districts, and Library are beyond the Town’s control.    
  
SUPERVISOR FREER MADE A MOTION TO ADOPT THE TENTATIVE 2026 BUDGET WITH 
REVISIONS AS THE PRELIMINARY 2026 BUDGET. COUNCILMAN KATHIE QUICK 
SECONDED THE MOTION. ALL MEMBERS PRESENT WERE IN FAVOR: MOTION 
CARRIED.   
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Since the proposed Preliminary Budget does not exceed the tax cap, there is no need for 
the local law that was proposed at the October 16, 2025 meeting.   

SUPERVISOR FREER MADE A MOTION TO WITHDRAW AND CANCEL THE PUBLIC 
HEARING SCHEDULED FOR NOVEMBER 6, 2025, AT 7 PM ON PROPOSED LOCAL LAW 
NO. 1 OF 2025 “A LOCAL LAW AUTHORIZING A PROPERTY TAX LEVY IN EXCESS OF THE 
LIMIT ESTABLISHED IN GENERAL MUNICIPAL LAW §3-C”. COUNCILMAN LAURA 
ROBINSON SECONDED THE MOTION. ALL MEMBERS PRESENT WERE IN FAVOR: 
MOTION CARRIED.   

Town Clerk Holly Netter will cancel all publications for the Public Hearing for the proposed 
local law #1 of 2025.  

SUPERVISOR FREER MADE A MOTION TO SET THE PUBLIC HEARING FOR THE 2026 
BUDGET ON NOVEMBER 6, 2025, AT 7:00 PM. COUNCILMAN EVELYN CLARKE 
SECONDED THE MOTION. ALL MEMBERS PRESENT WERE IN FAVOR: MOTION 
CARRIED.   

 
KEY UPCOMING DATES 
 
10.31 Town of Esopus Halloween Curfew 7:30 PM 
11.4 Town Hall Closed: Election Day 
11.6 Town Board Workshop and Public Hearing on 2026 Budget at 7 PM 
11.11 Town Hall Closed: Veterans Day / Veterans Day Ceremony 11 am 
11.20 Next Town Board Meeting at 7 PM 
 
VISIT OUR WEBSITE AND SOCIAL MEDIA PAGES (FACEBOOK & INSTAGRAM) FOR MORE 
INFORMATION. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
SUPERVISOR FREER MOVED TO ADJOURN THE MEETING AT 7:40 P.M. SECONDED BY 
COUNCILMAN GEUSS. ALL MEMBERS PRESENT WERE IN FAVOR, AND THE MOTION 
CARRIED.  
  

Respectfully Submitted, 

Holly A. Netter 

Town Clerk, RMC  


