
Esopus Riverfront: 
Access and Connections Study

Public Informational Meeting 
May 22, 2019 – 7:00PM

Esopus Town Hall



Public Meeting Agenda
• Purpose of the Study and tonight’s 

meeting
• Introductions and Team roles
• Progress to date 
• Previous planning work 
• Review of existing sites
• Next steps
• Comments/questions/ 

recommendations/concerns 



Purpose of the Study…
• Enhance waterfront access for all 

ages and abilities to the Hudson 
River and Rondout Creek

• Identify new recreational amenities
• Establish new trail connections
• Plan and design for anticipated sea 

level rise and increased severity of 
storms



Purpose of Tonight’s Meeting
• Overview of the Study
• Existing conditions of Town and 

Scenic Hudson Parks and Preserves 
• Initial improvement ideas
• Obtain suggestions, concerns, 

information and ideas
• Potential new waterfront access 

sites
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Efforts to Date
• November 2018-Grant Awarded 
• March 2019-Kickoff Meeting
• April 2019-Site Visits:

o Black Creek Preserve
o Esopus Meadows Preserve
o Lighthouse Park
o Freer Beach Park
o Sleightsburgh Park

• April – May: Inventory and Analysis 
• May 8: Committee Meeting 1 of 8
• May 22: Public Informational Meeting #1
• June 5: Stakeholder Meetings
• July: Public Design Workshop (Date TBD)



Stakeholder Meetings – June 5
• Outdoor Recreation Groups
• Accessibility Advocates
• Environment and Culture Organizations 
• Key Shoreline Owners 
• Business Interests 

Comprehensive Plan 
Stakeholder Meeting

Lighthouse Park 
Popular for 

Fishing

Esopus Meadows 
Environmental 

Center

Freer Beach Park
Informal Boat Launch



Previous Planning Efforts
Town of Esopus Local Waterfront Revitalization Program (1987)

Major Plan Goals Include:
• Restoration and revitalization of under-utilized 

waterfront land – Sleightsburgh Park 
improvements

• Facilitate the creation of, and siting for, water 
dependent uses/facilities on or adjacent to 
coastal waters

• Protect natural aquatic resources including fish 
and wildlife



Previous Planning Efforts
Town of Esopus Comprehensive Plan (June Adoption)
The Waterfront: Revitalization, Recreation and Preservation
Goal 1: Enhance the Town’s waterfront as a recreation,  
education and commercial/entertainment destination for all…
• Encourage compatible commercial, tourism and 

education/interpretive development along the waterfront 
• Identify opportunities for new and improved public access      

to the Hudson River waterfront 
• Evaluate potential opportunities and implement feasible 

options to enhance public access on the Rondout Creek
• Site Specific improvements including park designs



Black Creek Preserve 
Existing Conditions

• 12+/- parking lot (to be expanded)
• Existing non-motorized boat launch 
• Over two miles of existing trails
• Kiosks/interpretive signage at entrance 
• Single lane paved access- official vehicles only
• Ecologically unique cove at convergence of 

Black Creek and the Hudson River
• Sensitive habitats on northern peninsula
• Evidence of water chestnuts
• Existing structures have been removed
• Small dwelling and gazebo have been preserved



Black Creek Preserve-Existing Conditions 
Current Boat Launch Area

Gazebo to be Maintained and 
Environmentally Sensitive Area

Natural Cove and Black Creek MouthExisting Open Lawn and 
View to the East

One-lane Bridge 

View to the North



Black Creek Preserve – Possible Improvements
• Improve and repair boat ramp as HRV 

Greenway Water Trail pull-in-site
• Provide designated fishing access
• Create trail connections where feasible
• Additional interpretive signage on new 

property
• Create designated picnic facility/area
• Develop and maintain current road for 

multi-recreational access (hike/bike, etc.) 
and as an accessible trail

• Expanding parking lot – will include 
accessible spaces

• Update bridge for recreational purposes



Esopus Meadows Preserve 
Existing Conditions
• Esopus Meadows Environmental Center – Hudson River Sloop 

Clearwater Tideline Programs main education site 
• Interpretive signage 
• Flood resilient pavilion
• Accessible parking, trails and trailhead amenities
• Portable toilets and composting toilet
• Varying terrain/difficulty accessing shoreline for launching 

kayaks/canoes
• Two-miles of hiking trails
• Water Trail Site picnic area 
• Contiguous to Lighthouse Park and other Scenic Hudson lands 

– possible future trail expansion 
• Limited parking 
• Water Chestnuts issues



Esopus Meadows Preserve
Existing Conditions

Water Trail Site
Boat Ramp and Shoreline Access

Natural Beach at 
Water Trail Site

Natural Shoreline at
Northern Portion of Park

Crowded Parking Lot- Event
Composting Toilet

Flood Resilient Pavilion 



Esopus Meadows Preserve-Possible Improvements

• Additional parking proposed at 
Lighthouse Park can be utilized for Esopus 
Meadows

• No plans to establish a new launch site at 
Esopus Meadows – proposed designated 
kayak/canoe launch at Lighthouse Park

• Potential future trail connections to 
southern landholdings

• Ongoing shoreline maintenance to limit 
future erosion

Accessible Trial

Water Trail Site



Lighthouse Park-Existing Conditions
• Direct river access
• Picnic tables
• Scenic views of the lighthouse and Kingston-Rhinecliff 

Bridge
• Connections to Esopus Meadows Preserve
• Popular for fishing and launching-no designated locations 

for either
• Shoreline is rocky, eroded, uneven and difficult to access
• Water Chestnut issues
• Threatened by sea level rise
• Small parking lot and no accessible spaces
• Abandoned raised leach field 
• Underutilized kiosk 



Lighthouse Park – Existing Conditions

Parking Lot Looking South

Parking Lot, Picnic Area and
Riverfront Looking North

Parking Lot and Picnic 
Area From River Rd. 

Shoreline Erosion

Sloped, Eroding Shoreline

Existing Kiosk



Lighthouse Park - Possible Improvements
• Improve the shoreline – Relocate rocks from 

shoreline
• Enhance shoreline to limit further erosion
• Establish a more gradual/accessible path to the 

waterfront and Esopus Meadows from the 
parking lot

• Accessible picnic tables
• Fish cleaning station
• New canoe/kayak launch
• New fishing area with cleaning stations
• Expanded parking lot/ADA parking space
• Interpretive signage and improved welcome sign

Existing Shoreline



Freer Park – Existing  Conditions 
• Adequate parking – confusing circulation pattern 
• Pavilion is a popular event location
• Extensive open lawn to waterfront
• Easy access to/from nearby residential neighborhoods
• Popular for fishing, kayak/canoe launching, and day use
• Nearby recreational and cultural facilities 
• Bulkhead – showing signs of deterioration and shoreline 

erosion 
• Flood prone and threatened by sea level rise
• Water chestnut issues
• Unused/underutilized buildings
• Natural gas line through site
• Siltation of cove due to tides and storm drainage 



Informal Car-Top 
Launch

Popular Facilities

Under-Utilized Buildings

Bulkhead Deterioration

Storm Drainage

Entrance to Park 

Interpretive Signage



Freer Park-Possible Improvements
• Evaluate stormwater and siltation issues
• Repair bulkhead/create an accessible, nature-based shoreline resilient to flooding and 

erosion
• Establish a formal kayak/canoe and small craft trailer boat (non-motorized) launch site 
• Designate a separate fishing area with cleaning stations 
• Accessible picnic tables and shoreline access
• Create an accessible shoreline trail
• Utilize buildings or consider renting to concessioners
• Replace/update interpretive signage
• Develop accessible trail connections to/from neighborhoods
• Upgrade picnic and recreational facilities 
• Pave current informal grass parking area
• Remove wooden steps at north end of park
• Explore seasonal equipment storage for water-related activities



Freer Park - Preliminary Improvements/Comprehensive Plan 



Sleightsburgh Park-Existing Conditions 
• Only free trailered boat launch in Town/nearby – highly 

utilized 
• Popular for fishing and bird watching 
• Limited dock space for short-term mooring
• Portable toilet
• Limited picnic tables, mostly used for fish cleaning
• No interpretive signage and limited/confusing wayfinding
• Parking lot gets congested and confusing circulation pattern, 

no designated parking for trailers
• Security and safety concerns
• One-lane, gravel access road
• Access through residential neighborhoods raised as a 

concern
• Majority of existing trails are not maintained 
• High-tide flooding and near-term impacts from sea level rise
• Majority of park composed of tidal wetlands



Boat Ramp and 
Fishing Platform

Main Trail/ 
Central Hudson ROW

Existing Dock – Limited Space

Inefficient Parking 
Arrangement

Southern Shore 
Accessible 

Via Trail

Existing Shoreline Trail 
and View of Barges



Sleightsburgh Park- Possible Improvements
• Evaluate options for increased management of launching facility
• Install traffic calming signage for access road
• Determine if pull-offs can be constructed 
• Designate parking for boat trailers
• Enlarge parking area and add ADA spaces with access to fishing 

pier 
• Identify trails to maintain and new ones to key destinations, long-

term maintenance plan needed 
• Install accessible picnic tables and benches along trails
• Install fish cleaning stations
• Consider anticipated flooding and sea level rise for future 

improvements
• Addressing security concerns
• Establish a new kayak/canoe launch area/zone
• Improve wayfinding from Port Ewen and Freer Park

Potential 
Kayak/Canoe 

Area



• Will be evaluating potential new access site(s)
• Suggestions Are Welcome

Additional Sites



Next Steps
• June 5, 2019: Stakeholder Meetings
• July: Public Design Workshop (Date TBD)
• June – August: Preparation of the Draft Plan and 

Recommendations 
• August: Public Informational Meeting #2 to Review the 

Draft Plan (Date TBD)
• August – October: Update Draft Plan
• October: Public Informational Meeting #3 to Review the 

Revised Draft Plan
• October – January: Finalize the Plan and Identify Future 

Grant Opportunities



Comments, Recommendations, 
Questions, Concerns
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